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BACKGROUNDER  

 

The Farha Tour  

 

Since its inception in the United Kingdom in 2005, The Farha Tour has become the most revered 

international belly dance festival in the world. ‘Farha’, meaning joy and celebration was used to 

describe the atmosphere inherent with the combination of performers, audience and music in 

Cairo nightclubs. 

 

Only the most reputable and famous Egyptian performers are included in the tour’s program 

ensuring a high profile and quality event. The tour’s purpose is to capture the essence and spirit 

of Oriental music and dance which lends itself through the authenticity of the native performers. 

 

The Farha Tour provides a comprehensive festival program including belly dance, folkloric, 

whirling dervish and musical performances and workshops, by male and female performers. It 

has also proven to enable the host country’s performers to gain international acclaim supporting 

local industry.       

 

The international performers and workshop teachers  

 

Randa Kamel 

Randa Kamel began her dance career at 16 in Alexandria, 

Egypt. She has toured internationally with the world famous 

Reda Troupe of Egypt, and since trained in Cairo with 

acclaimed dancers Raqia Hassan and Ibrahim Akeif. 

Randa is known for her unique style and showmanship, 

unparalleled by other dancers. Her dance technique is 

focused, innovative, enthusiastic and always dynamic with the 

ability to capture the passion of the dance and the audience’s 

attention. Thus the reason she is world-renowned among 

belly dancers and Middle Eastern culture enthusiasts alike.  
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Yasmina 

Originally from the United Kingdom, Yasmina began her career more than 

20 years ago in London, but soon after starting she accepted contracts to 

dance abroad. Having trained with acclaimed dancers Raqia Hassan and 

Ibrahim Akeif in Egypt, she secured a contract with the five star Meridien 

Heliopolis hotel in Cairo. Yasmina has since remained in Cairo and has her 

own orchestra with whom she performs on a regular basis.  

Yasmina frequently travels to teach at workshops and festivals all around 

the world. Known for her gentle, yet exacting style, she has secured her 

position on the world stage as one of the best international belly dancers.   

 

 

Mohamed Kazafy 

Mohamed Kazafy has been dancing with the world 

famous Reda Troupe of Egypt for 17 years. Initially 

training with the troupe’s founder Mahmoud Reda, 

he has continued to tour countries around the 

world and still remains one of their principal 

soloists. He also teaches at international 

workshops and festivals.   

Rare as a male performer, Kazafy presents modern Egyptian belly dance with grace and a 

balletic technique displaying strength and exceptional stage presence.   

 

Sayed Amar  

Sayed Amar began his training as a folkloric dancer before the 

transition to specialising in the Tannoura (known as the ‘whirling 

dervish’ dance), the performance form of an ancient Sufi 

tradition. 

Sayed works as part of the group Fer'et el Negoum on the Nile 

Pharon boat in Cairo where he performs a live act with various 

dancers. His show is both mesmerising and entertaining with 

some audience participation. 
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Caroline 

Caroline, born in Australia, has been dancing in Egypt for 10 

years. She has trained with acclaimed dancers, including 

Raqia Hassan, Aida Nour, Ibrahim Akeif and Mahmoud 

Reda. During that time she secured contracts in India, Qatar, 

Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates. 

Caroline has appeared in six volumes of Raqia Hassan's 

technique DVDs and regularly travels around the world to 

teach workshops and perform in Germany, Australia, New 

Zealand, China, Singapore, Cairo and Dahab (Sinai).  

 

 Egyptian Orchestra - Fer’et El Negoum 

Fer’et El Negoum have been playing in Cairo for more than 20 

years. As a popular and talented orchestra, they have been 

invited to play at various festivals around the world and regularly 

work on the Nile Pharon boat in Cairo. 

The core members of the band include:  

Safaa Farid (singer), Reda Saad (accordion), Ashraf Barsoum 

(keyboard), Sayed Ibrahim (sagat), Ashraf Moussa (duff), Gamal 

Fouad (nai), Emad Sukkar (tabla), Naser Abdou and Hoda 

(singer). 

Dancer, Mohamed Khazafy and whirling dervish, Sayed Amar 

joined the group in 2004 and have become an integral part of the 

performance providing a new dimension to complement the musical element of the show.  

Khan El-Khalili Bazaar  

 

The Khan El-Khalili Bazaar of Egypt is a famous fixture of Cairo’s 

shopping precinct. The market dates back to 1382 and earns its 

name from the structure of the great caravanserai, known as 

‘Khan’ in Arabic, and its founder Emir Djaharks El-Khalili. Known 

as the ‘Turkish Bazaar’ during the Ottomon Empire, the market is 

noted for selling high quality clothing, cloth, spices, jewellery and 

souvenirs. 
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Traditionally a meeting place for local artists, dancers, writers 

and singers, the market was famously frequented and written 

about by the Nobel Prize winning Naguib Mahfouz - one of 

Egypt's most well-known authors. Today it is a major tourist 

attraction, revered by natives and tourists alike. 

 

The Australian bazaar will feature costume designer to the 

stars, Eman Zaki and supplier of everything ‘belly dance’, 

Mahmoud Abdel Ghaffar among other vendors.  

 

The El-Fishaway Café within Khan el-Khalili will also be 

transported from Cairo. This Arabic coffee house will serve 

Turkish coffee, mint tea and Shisha (flavoured tobacco smoked 

pipes).  

 

Amera and Amera’s Palace Belly Dance Boutique  

 

Amera Eid began her career more than 20 years ago 

establishing herself as a successful belly dancer in 

Australia and abroad. She is now the proprietor of the 

world renowned Amera’s Palace Belly Dance Boutique in 

Sydney. 

 

Of Egyptian/European background and possessing years 

of belly dance experience, Amera’s expertise has seen her 

perform for Sheiks, royalty and top names in the 

entertainment industry. She has also been approached to 

partake in numerous television appearances and print 

media interviews. 

 

To date, Amera has released top selling belly dance music CDs, secured dance contracts in more 

than 10 countries, taught dance workshops internationally, and opened her own belly dance 

boutique and studio.  

 

The boutique and studio has been trading since 1987 and is the first of its kind in Australasia. 

Catering to Middle Eastern dance and music enthusiasts, it is also home to one of the first belly 

dance schools in Sydney. The boutique has the largest selection of authentic Middle Eastern 

costumes and accessories for the Oriental dancer in the Southern Hemisphere.   

 


